
Professor Douglas Corfield, PhD 

I am presently appointed as Head of the Division of Medical 

Education and Programme Director for the MBChB, a role in 

which I am responsible for the strategic leadership and 

management of an undergraduate programme that runs over 5 

year and comprises approx. 2200 students 

My professional background is as a physiologist with more than 

25 years of experience of undergraduate medical and biomedical 

education. Over this time, I have held senior leadership roles in 

medical education including programme management, teaching 

delivery and curriculum development in six distinct undergraduate medical curricula - initially 

in London teaching hospitals and subsequently at Keele and Manchester Medical Schools. I 

have experience of programme quality assurance as external examiner for four medical 

programmes and through GMC and University reviews of the Keele and Manchester 

programmes; as a member of Faculty Teaching & Learning committees I have scrutinised a 

range of health care programmes.  At Keel University, I was a founder member of the senior 

team that created the school and implemented the Manchester MBChB at Keele and, 

subsequently, designed and implemented the new Keele curriculum.   I have led substantive 

curriculum developments for our present MBChB at the University of Manchester. 

My research has two main components, each directed to a better understanding of the 

physiology and pathophysiology of cardiovascular and respiratory regulation in humans, 

using non-invasive measures of brain function (positron emission tomography – PET and 

functional magnetic resonance imaging - fMRI) alongside more ‘classical’ physiological 

approaches. 
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